











Board members will have two
experienced incumbants (in this
case, Charlie Thomas and John
Scotl) to guide them. So youll be in
good shape Lo take a more
responstble role during your second
year,

For this first year of a
‘rotating” board, here's what we'll
do if more than twe members
volunteer:

Up to four volunteers will run
as candidates in a November meeting
election. Members will each vote for
two candidales. If were foriunate
enough to have more than four
volunteers, well “run” only four on
the basis of membership seniority.
{Don't let this seniority factor stop
you from tossing your hat in the ring
if you're a first-year member. We
all need to know who's willing and
available, plus the seniorily issue
probabty wont materialize. Besides
that, even stating your interest is
the kind of postive action that helps
to assure that Checkerboard's on its
way to another qood year.)

When the request to hear from
Board volunteers is made ai the
upcorning meeting, just stand up,
state Eour hame pius your RC and
nen-RC experience, If you can't
attend (and you're interested in
volunteering), have a friend place
your name in nomination. Don't let
one missed meeting stop you from
stepping forward!

We're looking forward to
hearing from you on the 16th.

Chuck Smith

S

|, Dave Brown,
Solemnly Promise That
This is My Last
Preachy Lecture........

The other day | sort of dropped
in on a conversation that Ray
Carison and Lionel Lusardi were
having over a set of plans for a Ww!
fighter, a SPAD which | have heard
of but never seen. It's an odd bird in
the manner that only the French can
invent. A two position bipe, with the
gunner's position in a pod in front of
a normal tractor enginelill 11 bet
the gunner never wore a scarf. This
was France's first solution for
keeping the gunner from shooting off
the prop.

F theught. about this ptane for
awhile and also about that great
series on the Civil War on FBS
(which | hope you al) watched and if
naot then, shame on you). The
common thread here is history.
Those of you who know rne know
that | have an insatiable appetite for
the subject. The relevence of
history is a maller of perspective
and depth. in the case of the Civil
war, it lights up the corners of our
past helping to expose misconcep-
tions and gain understanding of the
currents and turmotl within our
nation. In the case of the funny little
French airplane, well the history of
aviation, all of it's deadends and
triumphs is as relevent Lo our
interests in the hobby as the latest
RC equipment breakthrough

| could make my own adage
here, and will. It goes something like
this, "what you bring into the hobby
can be more rewarding to you than
owning all the gadgets and dodads
thal make it work.” The clamour for
instant gratification currently in
vogue in most areas of our society
creates the illusion of interest and
involvement in many activilies. But
it's a fragile veneer relying on “new
and better” to generate fresh
interest. Most of us are in this
hobby as the result of childhood
fascingtions with girplanes and
flight. We are planted firm!y in the
middle of what could easily be our
eariiest taste of romance, a
romance born of history and fueied
by history (If it wasnt "history"
then it is by now!).

"History* is why we like Gypsy
Moths, Piper Cubs and Mustangs.
And "history” is why one funny
little impossible French airplane is
more beautiful to me than a thousand
million patiern planes.
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